
Graphs and Quotes from the new ACLU Report
The War on Marijuana in Black and White

https://www.aclu.org/criminal-law-reform/war-marijuana-black-and-white-report

https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/assets/090613-mj-report-rfs-rel1.pdf

From: http://marijuana-arrests.com





















Racial�disparities�in�marijuana�possession�arrests�exist�
regardless�of�county�household�income�levels,�though�they�are�

i iddl i d ffl t itiworse�in�middle�income�and�more�affluent�communities.





















To�repair�this�country’s�wrecked�War�on�Marijuana,�
the ACLU recommends that marijuana be legalizedthe�ACLU�recommends�that�marijuana�be�legalized�
for�persons�21�or�older�through�a�system�of�
taxation,�licensing,�and�regulation.�

Legalization�is�the�smartest�and�surest�way�to�end�targeted�enforcement�
of�marijuana�laws�in�communities�of�color,�and,�moreover,�would�
eliminate the costs of such enforcement while generating revenue foreliminate�the�costs�of�such�enforcement�while�generating�revenue�for�
cash�strapped�states.��States�could�then�reinvest�the�money�saved�and�
generated�into�public�schools�and�public�health�programs,�including�
substance�abuse�treatment.�

If�legalization�is�not�possible,�the�ACLU�recommends�
depenalizing marijuana�use�and�possession�for�persons�21�or�
ld b i ll tt d t i il d i i l ltiolder�by�removing�all�attendant�civil�and�criminal�penalties,�

or,�if�depenalization is�unobtainable,�decriminalizing�
marijuana�use�and�possession�for�adults�and�youth�by�
l if i h i i i i il i i l ffclassifying�such�activities�as�civil,�not�criminal,�offenses.�



The ACLU also recommends that until legalization or depenalizationThe�ACLU�also�recommends�that�until�legalization�or�depenalization
is�achieved,�law�enforcement�agencies�and�district�attorney�offices�
should�deprioritize enforcement�of�marijuana�possession�laws.�

In�addition,�police�should�end�racial�profiling�and�unconstitutional�
stop,�frisk,�and�search�practices,�and�no�longer�measure�success�and�

d i i b h b f h kproductivity�by�the�number�of�arrests�they�make.�

Further,�states�and�the�federal�government�should�eliminate�
the�financial�incentives�and�rewards�that�enable�and�encourage�
law�enforcement�to�make�large�numbers�of�arrests,�
including�for�low�level�offenses�such�as�marijuana�possession.�

In�sum,�it�is�time�to�end�marijuana�possession�arrests.�



For more information about the 
nationwide marijuana possession arrestsnationwide marijuana possession arrests 

and their strong support by police, prosecutors 
and prominent liberal Democrats, see:

The Scandal of Racist Marijuana Arrests
http://marijuana-arrests.com/The-Scandal-Of-Racist-Marijuana-Arrests.html




